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seriously on this subject, For my own part, unless
my instructions and my means are amplified, I
only can observe, according to the best of my
power, the internal acts of government and the
Court.

The reason that Count  Schulemburg, one of
the ministers of state, has demanded to retire is,
in part, that he was charged to carry the capita-
tion   tax  into  execution,  which   he   neither  con-
ceived nor approved, and which he truly regarded
as a very unpopular, if not a very odious  office.
This minister, a man of understanding,  and who
would have again been at the head of affairs if,
at his first cause of disgust,  he had determined
to  resign  his place,  is  infinitely   disagreeable to
the  domestic agents.    The  long   favour   he   has
enjoyed,   his   rapid   fortune,    and    his   watchful
perspicacity,   have   angered   or  disturbed   all   his
rivals.   Neither is he one of those pliant instru-
ments that  will  bend  into  any   form.    The  in-
capacity of most  of the other ministers  afforded
him the pretence of  being obstinate in  opinion.
The absurdities of the courtiers, not to say their
extravagant follies,  embolden him to return that